Comparison of Laws Concerning Emergency Vehicles

Current Law Concerning Approaching a Stationary
Emergency Vehicle (RCW 46.61.212)

Current Law Concerning Approaching a Stationary Emergency
Vehicle — Effective January 1, 2011 (RCW 46.61.212)

When approaching a stationary emergency vehicle or assistance
vehicle using visual signals:
e On road with at least 2 lanes in direction of travel:

0 Move Over, making a lane change or move away
from shoulder if safe to do so; or

o Slow down and proceed with caution.

e Onroad only 1 lane in direction of travel:

0 Move Over, passing to the left at a safe distance
if able to safely do so, yielding to the right of
way to all vehicle traveling in opposite direction;
or

o0 Slow down and proceed with caution.

Fine: $124 for failure to move over or slow down
SPEEDING SCHEDULE
MPH 1-5 6-10 11-15 16-20 21-25

<40 $113 $124 $154 $195 $247
> 40 $93 $113 $144 $175 $206

36-40

$411
$349

>40

$411
$411

26-30

$298
$247

31-35

$349
$298

When approaching a stationary emergency vehicle or assistance
vehicle using visual signals (now defined as an emergency zone*):
e On road with at least 2 lanes in direction of travel:

0 Move Over, making a lane change or move away
from shoulder if safe to do so; or

o Slow down and proceed with caution.

e Onroad only 1 lane in direction of travel:

0 Move Over, passing to the left at a safe distance if
able to safely do so, yielding to the right of way to all
vehicle traveling in opposite direction; or

o Slow down and proceed with caution.

e Base fine doubles for vehicles exceeding posted speed limit
in emergency zone.

$190 for failure to move over or slow down
SPEEDING SCHEDULE- double base fine

MPH 15 6-10 15 16-20 21-25 26-30 31-35
<40 $169 $190 $251 $333 $436 $538 $641

> 40 $128 $169 $231 $292 $354 $436 $538
Endangerment of an emergency worker =
gross misdemeanor with possible jail time; and
a mandatory 60 day license suspension.

Fine:

36-40

$764
$641

>40

$764
$764

Current Law Concerning Approach of Emergency Vehicle
(RCW 46.61.210)

When an emergency vehicle is making use of audio AND visual
signals:

e Drivers must immediately drive to the right edge of the
road clear of any intersection and stop until the
emergency vehicle has passed (unless otherwise directed
by a police officer)

Fine: $1,062

Law Concerning Approach of Emergency Vehicle After Jan 1
(RCW 46.61.210)
NO CHANGES

When an emergency vehicle is making use of audio AND visual
signals:
e Drivers must immediately drive to the right edge of the road
clear of any intersection and stop until the emergency vehicle
has passed (unless otherwise directed by a police officer)

Fine: $1,062

* Emergency Zone is defined as the adjacent lanes of roadway 200 feet before and after the emergency vehicle.



